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to the aforesaid place, with our bumble self m p««enger,for the trifling consideration of flvd dollars, psyabls
In advance. One peculiarity of thin section of the United
States is that the peoplo all do a cash business, not desiringto leave it opeu to the consctoncos of travellers to be
troubled with petty sins aris.ug from breach#* of promise.topay. Every man is trusted bare Just long
enough for him to get his baud Into bi< pocket and pay
promptly for what he gets. This is known as the hand-
to |H> kdl principle, and hiopo wno irau iv b»j> it is

the only principle thai "pays" in Texas. Our fare being
paid, ttio machine and the four oilier machine* in front
of it were put in motion. TUo drive.a distance of nine
miles.lay along the beach, so close to the water that
tho spray from the waves was constantly wetting the carriage.This drive was Indeed a pleasant and romantic

one, and for salubrity could well be recommended to the
Invalids of all nation*, t'oor people can conic hero, if
they can got here. The peoplo are not proud, And It
doos not cost much to live, for there is little or nothing
to l.ve on.

In going to ClarkSTllle we crossed the Baca Cliica on a

bridge lately constructed by the troops of the United
Stat- a. This bridge connects Rrazos Island with tho main
land. Near it are the remains of another bridge that was
constructed by Ooneral Z. Taylor. Some of the old bridgo
is still in good condition.

CURKSVILLI

Arriving at Clarksville wo were usliored Into tho
proaonce of another Texas hotel proprietor.this time a

halo and heart; son of the British Isle. He took our

''little all," well buckled up in two strong straps, and
net it carefully aside, and In less than Ave minutes tlr reAftertwo women, one man, and sevon children
<two girls aud three boys), were all at work getting us

something to eat. While tho maul was being preparedwo strolled out to look ut tho village. It did not
take long to do this. The houses were few, low and
roughly built, and tho inmates about as "polished" as

their buildings. Bronzed features and broad brimm d
hats predominated among the inhabitants. At the dock
lay tho steamer Cora, dl.-cliarg ng cotton that had been
brought down from Brownsville. A small detachment
of colored troops con tituted the garrisoning forew- On
tho oj>px<iuj side of tho Rio was Bagdad, in »ti power
of its now ly acqu red wealth, its oddly constructed
wooden building.'!, tilth and general Ji'gradation.morally
speaking
The meal which tho host set before his guost was a

good one, but iu sorrln : it up he romarkod that everythingon (be table.oven to tho (able and the table cloth.
liKit i>o !! purchased witli specie oa the Mexican side of
tho river

ISVAD1NO Ml'.XICO.

His nppetito appoaaed, your correspondent deemed
ft mi visible to leave his native land. Not in tears nor in
sadness did tie do so, but with an alacrit; tliat would
liave w li compared Willi tho movements of tlioso vvlio
vrrut to Canada when they worn will ng to sacrillce all
thoir wives aud tlieir own relations ralhor than go them
aelvos to sustain the constitution and (ho laws made
undor it.

Before leaving America wt had to establish a spccio
base, Oy changing a small amount or greenback.! for a

considerably le.-'s amount of silver. Tho change was

«ftoctcd only as a matter of accommodation. No one of
tho residents wanted greenbacks, and perhaps they all
wovild have declined taking them had it not been fur a

fow gcul'j persuasions in the shape of Yankee bayonets
close by.

Thoro being no passes then required, wo found no dif-
Acuity in crossing the Rio Grande from the American to
the Mexican side. Small boats con tantly ply between
the two points. Each passenger has to pay to the ferry

mauouo bit.12% cents specie.
MAXIiflUAV's ORPASY IIS ROTS.

On ootering IJagdad the first peculiarity that struck us

as specially remarkable, was the slovenly, dirty, greasy
appearance of tho imperial soldiery. Thene would no

more compare, either In pliyFlquo, cleanliness, and
mvrale with our colored troops cn the opposite side, than
would a Texan pony with an Arabian thoroughbred.
ciucii was roajty mo uinerenco neiween me iwo. mo

guards in Bu dad who wore oti duly wore perlorm or t!:o
famo in the most listless, ansoldicrly-like manner.

Thoso who v.er: not on duty F.v. titrred about in a uniformHint was a disgrace to any nation aspiring to m IItaryhonors. Not even the persons of the soldiers were
cloan. There was nothing about them but what was

repulsive They t-evmed to bo devoid of ppirit, scorned
indolont, and v. ere positivoly little better than a park of
greasy ragamuflins. It was not their dress alone that
l>re*on;ed every indication of inattention, but their arms

wc.ro also in puor order and their manner of handling
them in contrast with their other actions. In writing us

above, the reader roust bear in mind that we confine our
rimarks exclusively to what we then raw nt Ua did.
No doubt in other portion* of M xico the troops of the
Jncporial party were well worthy of the name of feoldicrs.
Imperial troops that wo subs quently saw at Matamoros
vroro far different from tho. e wo met with at lia^dad.

»'<;D.vn
Is a dirty, filthy place. Tlie streets are covered with
«sl inn and luud puddles. It i.< indeed no wonder that the
place is a m kiy one. It is only a wonder that a:iy one
can live then at all.

Tho stoi okoepirs were offering their storks of goods at
astonishing low rates. Cotton undershirts could bo
bought for one dollar and-a half in specie, per dozen.
Summ t go ill were so low that it was considered almost
as chi- tp to purchase ne* articles a-, to iiave the old onos
washed
Now that trade is dull, that the confedrrary has been

annihilated, and cotton and rpeculalion, together with
blockadejunnmg. has been nim.hilatcd, too, very many
of thoi»o living in Pugdad wore anxious and preparing to
!<>avo Mexico and return to ditlerent parts ol the United
Staliv". Alroadjr the tide of -'emigration" had reset,
and the i|ii irtenua-ter lit Rrazos wua liewl bjr "trarcltosecure parage in government transports goiug
to New Orleans.

a mkxicvn rA~six>RT axi> now IT wax outawd.
On alt'-inpting to rocruss tho river to Uatluvllle, we

found it linpoanble to do no wtthout first securing a paM
from the military commandant of the post. This functionarywo hunt d up and found after considerable difllciltyUy wading through several pools of mud, going
«p one street and down another uud across two or
tiroo ba<-k yard* (this is almost Invariably the
usual style of moving from Ftreet to Ktie<t
in llagrtid,) wo found the b illding in which wbs located
tlie gentleman of many passes. The build ng did not
prearDt any i articular chow of harboring so much as
jivitn » mi' tirv hnltnn H'lt. .inn tiPhil lilrn n rrn.ii

between an airy private roa donee and a lager be r xalrw n
Wo l.<ok' <1 up, ond (hen down, and, swing no ono near at
band, bolted Into .->n apartmrnt. The Mini* occupied
by a lady, who met o:ir searching, InqtiisHivo glstices
w.th a moinln.' smlls, when in came a rolei.-t gent'enum,
In long fnu n and slippery, with pipe In inouih, who abri.pl>inquired what wo wanted. We toM him we
wore in scarc.h of the provost inar.hr, I or commanding
officer <4 the post. He then told in to to up hi a rs, and
we did so; but it wns only after 'oruo additional search
that we found tho stairs, which woro located in a rather
out-of-the way part of Hie liu ld.utf.
At the t on "of tho stairs v.e fo nd a room, and In that

room "variety." Thore was a box, which m rvod tho

Cirpofo f i doak, and behind the h©x a ravage looking
outran, muttering to himself odd phras.**, wh.ie he at

tho same time Jingled a pile of silver that he had that
day taken from applicants for psv-es. The room wan
divided into two part.', by a curtain, and oar first Im
pre-wion on entering it was to imagine it not dissimilar
to a "fancy nhow" as these arc presented to thu uuwary
long Chatham street, in the city of New York. Tho

young man who waa jingling tho ailver received os with
a low bow, and inquired, in French, If we desired
to get a |MhS. We told him that we did, and showed
bitu our uited states passport and military paascs. He
oxamiuod tlieso carefully, not having the wit to conceal
Ms surprise, unl a.-kcd, "You arc a Yankee)1" We told
liira ''Yes," whereupon lie called an officer from beliml
the curtain, who glanced nt our passport and passes, and
alm'mt dt-dslnfuTlv laying these aside, spoke out In
ttrnkon Knglinh, "Four bits." "What rorlf" we askod.
Your paas, ho answered. "Thcro U my pusspuit,"

we acain :il«l "Wo core nothing for those," pa d too
Officer, pointing to the |>assport and pnftses, "Wo want
four bits and tnen you can have a pa.-*." The lour bus
wrro pa d, the p**s *eetired, and with our passport, militaryp*s»<<s and "remembrances" of Itngilad, we left fur
the e h tr Arm ing hore, we passed fill ih«* guard", and
wore .itmiit crossing tho river without interference, when
the boatman Inquired % tho guard luid examined
our pass W.'an.w*-r> ri in tho negative. Ho then called
to the sergeaut of the mart! 'o come and exatiilno (ho
I'm The sergeant v.anted us to return lo where lie

I,,,,. ..,,,1 ..I ...» . lit.I..

told linn itlul in tlio I nlted stat-v* tt wn* ir>t cuxloniary
tn rilnit) to any guard and >U,,w a |n«.< or give a conn
t< rngti alter having onro pna>«d hi* b at. Tin* cergennt
then advancod, MimlnMl u«' |<«^m aud allowed uh to go
on, but jiiat b?fon *» iik into v\io Ktruill bont another
uon coromiaa.oncd oilie r alepped forvnfd and desired to
know how much nilver we hail, and to know If the
amount wan over llfty dol'ar*. We kIiow«<4 him a roll ol'
nr« iibarku, he Hhrugg'd his riioulderr- m d told iih to go
on, distinctly titteiiug the word ' Yankee." On the
whole, with but tmc exception, the otll<'er< and rtoldlerfl
mini n very pointed feijlln^ of dlslikofur "a vinltor
from YaiikMU' "

Wo have th'ia l>oeu pnrtlctilar In describing tlv worftit
npr.inh of cro«aing and recwlng tlx river, becniiro It
l» of luternat, taken In connection with a letter of wM< u
the following I* a copy. Tb« reader'* attention U parItKMilarly directed to the parnprnph In the letter relating
to the Belgian Commander of tho port of ftagdml. In
(planaiion it may lie well lo plate hero that tlil* letter

faa sent by General Mla'ightor. who rotiminnded tho
rebel forma on tho line of the Klo (Irrtmle. to tho A<»M
ut Adjutant Uen ral of (ienenil Mngruder'a district. at.d
fM ihtM ImmM r«r fltwtl Magrutw'i perusal uid
consideration It la not net ewwry for «ia to criticise the
tyter By giving it clow nttontion the reader w ill discovertta peculiar polnta and the point* whote the nation.
M a nation, ia moat Interested. The copy can he relied
upua aa being In all raspcets true to tb« original .

ah mroaTAirr ibttk*.
Hbadqiiaktbbs, Wmt Hva Dihtrict. Tr*A«. i

Hmowi»*vm.i.b, April n, i8w. I
Colonel Tmoba* ii jm:b, Assistant AdiUUnt ileiieral:.
CObOMBL.1 bare U>e honor to atate, for ibe information vf

diatrtet and depirtnent headquarter*. thai I hare eierted
arurj bwu to retain and increaae U>e leeling of friendship
between the imperial and Confederate guvernmenta.
Governor Viduurri hua been appointed oae of the "Counciluf liic Natiuii," and b:ii ieiurned to Monterey. I received
letter from him, in which he states ke haa much Informationto give to me which h<- rannot aafely .submit to writing

In view of thla, a* Colonel H. Benavlde? haa reoetved a alck
leave of absence from dNtrii t headquarter*. and as he wan a
mutual friend of Governor Vldaurii and myaeli, I have directedhim to prueed to Monterey and phf e himself iu personaloommiinleation with hnn. Upon hla return I tru >t I
will be able to give inure Melinite information us to the «ur.e
of feeling tow.irda our government and mute by the Imperialgovernment. I have made an arrangement with Geueral
Mejta, commander of the iioperlal foicea on tbla frontier,
for the mutual rendition of rrimlnula, a oopy of which haa
».. » 1..i ... hiuHmurinni 1 ta firat practical
working wai the return of three thieves (who happened
to be deserters from Jones' battery i, whose InBuenej
was great and pernicious. ThU course on the part
of tienersl Mejia, together with the general Impression
that the arr*ng»mcnt n»d been made between us for the returnof deserters, caused the United Slates Oonsul to address
a letter of pioteat. which *u far froiu pri viiiaaausrictory
to him In Its results, as he obtained In reply only a ljltj"r *fleetingseverely upon the acts aud oonduotof the federals
lu several Instance* In connection with the Mexicans. 1 am

Sroiiiiwui a copy of thl-t correspondence, which, when ot>lined,I shall promptly forward.
The Imperii! cominaiiderof the port of Bagdad (a Belgian I,

lately assigned to the command, informs me lie has private
instructions to permit all arms, ammunition and munitions
Of war, Ac., to be introduced and pussed for the use of the
confederacy which are desired. This is similar to the proposalprivately extended to (leneral MejU, and prerloualy reCirtedto district headquarters. They show an evident leelgof friendship for our cause.

It is known by the Emperor, and strongly oonjectured by
myself, that the Juurri party and the federals are In correspondencewith each other. 1 received information a few
davs since that a Me'lran bearer of despatches from Janrez
to the federals crossed the river Into my district at I'ledras
Ncgras on the 17th ult. I have a tsrge party of scouts out endeavoringto intercept him. If successful, I hope to be able,
through nils me.tns, to complicate matters between Mexico
and the United States to such a degree as to work to our advantage.
The feeling of all the Imperial officers on this frontier is

strongly In our favor. They deem our cause strongly allied
to their own In many reswets, and are ready and ever willingto exteufl every posall le aid which can be done without
directly bringing their owu government In eontaot with the
United Stales.
We have already, In the person of Mr. Querentes, a commissionerof government, who la resident at Monterey. I do

not think that any commissioner sent by the general commandingthe department could be of any service In Mexico,
as I presume Mr. Slldell has been using every effort In his
power to affect the new government.
Covernor Vidaorrt will, I feel certain, further our InterestIn every w.iy lu bis power, so long as he retains hts ImmeJIntoposition.
tiennrnl Mejla, the present commnnder here, promised me

to do all in his power to aid us. I fuel certaiu be entertains
the kindest feelings for us all.

I may as well add here, that the people on this frontier,with the exception of tho Vedaurrl party, arc all opposed to
the imperial government, nml all look to federal n.sststaucc.
I am, Colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JAH. E. SLAUGHTER
Brigadier General Commanding.

"ok to d:iown8villk. "
It now bccamo a matter of serious consideration as to

bow we were to reach Brownsville. It was it regular ocourrencefor tho stngM, between Bagdad and Matamoron,to bo robbed, and hence wo did not devra it advisable to
go tip on tlio Mexican side. On tho Texan side no stages
wcic running. After considerable delay wo succcoded in
persuading a ktago man to go up on the Texan side, and
in consideration for bis eervivos wo off rod to pay him
liborally, and subsequently did so. Tho distatico from
Clurksviilo to Brownsville is twenly-nino miles. Tlio
rond lien close to the river mid In most of tbo way
uiruugii u|H!u country. rears were im ino lime oilierlu.nnUfrom two sources; one tliat Hie stago would bo
rubbed by prowling rebels, and the other that it would bo
indented by thieves from the opposite side of th* rivor.
Thus tlio reader will seo that travelling at this time and
uuder such circumstances wu.-t In no wise a particularly
desirable transaction.
Wo siarted and procoedcd on our course. The road

was the (In st natural oiir we ever saw. Tho day was
warm and the sun's ray* sufficiently penetrating to make
travelling absolutely oppressive.
On the way up we gazed louc and steadily at the driver

of the v hlclo in which we were travelling, and be was a
w lid,, uncouth being; but nevertheless generous and ox
ceedingly good uuturod. Ho t-i 'ike fair English, and was
toloral>ly ready to cuter into and carry on a conversation.
He told cm of th people of the State, and spoke on the
stuto of the country generally. Among other things, he
said that General 1J( o, ol tho rebel States army, who. boforethe war, was worth about $30,000, was now ablo to
say he pos-o^sed $'100,Ono, safely d< posited In tho Bank
of England. This amount ho mode during tho war and
principally bj speculating in coUon. Tho driver,in the course of the drive, becamq exceedingly confldtntal and llnuHy proposed to tell us whero to find seventy,
n no bal s of cotton, hid away, provided wo would enter
into an agreement to te;:uro its shipment to market and
uu'ii, nrtcr tne sue or it, to mm over hair the amount
reulized. Not desiring to entT into any such speculaton, we d clined tho partnership, and so tho whoreabots or tho cotton remains a s'-crct yet, only known to
tho drl.er, who said ho liimsMf hid it away.

alt \
While en route to Brownsvillo, wo crossed tho Palo Alto

prilric and a portion of iho Hold upon which General
Taylor !ought a historical butlle. Tho scene of tho en(a^'ment is now overgrown with bushes and presents
i.ny liiiuK but a cheerlul aspect. Tho l'nlo Alto rancbe is
destroyed, end there Ij nothing in the neighborhood
tending in the slightest degree to civili/at'on.
On passing up the read we observed on the Mexican

si'.'o of the r.ver sevornl plantations having corn in and
d i ng well. On the lino on which wo travelled there was
not one ranch be.ug cultivated in evor ho small a degree.

kkowk8vimn.
We readied Brownsvillo about nightfall. The city is

in a very dilapidated condition. Brownsville is to day
less Vy a third tliuu it was six years ago, anil lis
population has dwindled down to almost nothing at nil.
The old fam lies, who were reddent* of tho place before
the war, and who wore among tho wealthy classes, have
ail gone oil', and now their houses, unfurnished and
cheerless, remain unoccupied. The pr sent population
of Brownsville is made up almost totally of French and
Mexicans.
On entering Brownsvillo the first objects that moot tho

evo are several rows of thatched huts, occupied by native
Mexican*. The men seem indolent, and saunter ab mt
without reg.ii.I to the lapse of time or any evident desiro
to be interfered with by considerations of work or b si
i1c.-s, A'liilo their wives attend to their household duties
in airy and abbroi ialed garment* suited inoro to the
character of the climate than to the dictated of mod sty.
llrowisvflle knows but one real street. On this ! local d
tho stores, many of them now closed and unoccupied,
and I lift Hotels, also cloned. itctitauranu and uarner
shops inako up tho main portion of the busineaa establishmentsof the placo.
(K the occupation or Ibis place by General Brown's

command you have already heard. On assumng commandhere (ienrnl Drown issued the following order:.
u» ni.:mi. riF.LD onni:r..no. I.

llKAnnlAIITKHS, SfNITKD 8TATKS KOSCICS, )
ItliovssviLLC, Texas, June S, 1865. j

There having hern a foi nul surrender made of all legalized
armed organisations of tho Confederate States, II is hereby
ordered Unit all person* hereafter captured In arms, making
war against the armies ( Hi" UlIM Sutos, within tills district,will unt be recognised »» prisoners of war, but will be
treated a- rommon felons, and, until such time ss the civil
rou.ts are again established and tbe civil law enforced, will
besuhject to trtsl by military commission.
There-establishment of the civil government as noon ss

pm atblt I" 11 >*; Of thu utmo It ilBMrtaaMt It is Imped that all
giM.d men will unite in their irons io restore peace and
quiet, so tliaI lift; and pro|>crty may be protected from tho
a>-ts of bad men; and that all pnIrioUo, honest persons will
unite for the pm pose of hiirmonliniy the dUferenies which
ba\e heretofore existed. Hy order 01

Hrigadtor tioueral E. B. BROWN.
I. B. Bush, Lieutenant and A. A. A. O.

RXIIKL MLATION3 WTTI! THE IMI'kKjAf ItTP.
When this plwe wua occupied by the United State«

forces, subsequent lo its surrender after the decamping
of Gcnt-riil Slaughter, v;!io commanded on tho immediatefrontier, aevoral important letters fell Into our pos

MrtpnYour osmradtii ioccmM iu getting copies
of tho letters aforesaid, and now lays them belrtre the
readers or tho IIkuai.p, not merely as u matter of wfornuit.on,but also for their car<TiH perusal, criticism and
i onsideratlon.

Tlio first leiter wc will introduce ia tbe following. It
la front Goncrnl Mejia, Voruilanding imperial forics on
tbe Klo Grande, to General Hluujrhtor, In answer to letterscut by tbo latter to the former:.

TUK SLAVE vtTHTlO.V.
M atamotos. Dee. 7, ISM.

Otwr.nAi . Although it Is certain that Ibe stipulationsm idc with Colonel Kuril r< *pe<tlvo to the delivery of
criminals hare not 'enulnated, yet the Mexican authorities
ba\e always delivered to the t onfederate authorities the
stob n property which has been claimed.
Allow me, (.oneial, to msnile-l u> you that these agveem.nis have no! been sdjusted yet, for two serious dlflVuUles

ii:>vr |t*''i inein*ciTe* in hum inc i,oiuniet>nj
claim* a* Kiolcri property the -Ji-.v* who liavo cn-atied from
the dominion of their maatcia; hut the law* of Menlro do
con«lder us tree the kI.ivc Hint put* a 'oot on our territory. I
cannot, for thl* reason, allow tin1 'lellvery of the *lavc«.
The law* of the ennfrdr.ney declure toldirr* ill men eapjl>|rof bearing arms; Ui<-refnre If I ibould compromise

myself »nd deliver up the ri "rter I would completely clot#
the door to fpreign emigration, vhlch I* iiiinien/clv neee*miryto my country, and 1 xvoiil t havu the neooai-lly to hunt
up tiio.n who, to avoid the calamities of war, onnie In peek a
refuge In M-ileo. TIIOMAH MliJIA.
To (Mineral ,1. 12. Si.AiGiiTrit, Hrownavlllo.

AM urriCIAL LKtTKH IIXLATIMI TO (XJSFKDKR'Tl C01T0* W
MKXItJO.

!f there over war n doubt that the Imporinlititt directly
aided the rubcl* In gel ting cotton out of Toxua then
that doubt cau no longer oxlttt; fur horn Is a letter,
wrltti n at Ilia time, over the plgiiature of n then responsibleauthority, nt,vlng that satin transactions v.cro tarriedon with the consent of thi Mexican authorities.
There can be no doubt n« to the g< nnlnw.-'s of these
I tier*, for military olllce.t of our rfovernm-nt can place
It b«youd dispute that such is the positive fact:.

llKADQb'AKTKKS, WkAT Si;» DISTRICT, TkXAS, jHrow.will*, Jan. 10, ltW6. J
General Thomas MrjiA, A''.
Uknkhal.1 have t'ie honor to atate, for your

Inf<«r'itiation, that a fit* da>a aln.-e the Judge of the
ItNtrlct Cotirt of Matamoro* multli'd me of the
po-aeaaiMI of cettain ilalma of dtlien* of Netfeo against
the Cotilcderate Slates, and that If payment waa not mnda
promptly he should feci It his duty to Imuo hla writ* of attiniitnetil in the u.iacand toorih-i the scly.uve of cotton belongingto the Confederate government, and to take *uoh
other step* neeeoary to *< uie n >pcdy rettleroent. t'niler
these circumstances I f«eU% my duty to urg" you, If In your
power, to atop any proceeding* toui'hliig thl* subject until tb*
mailer ran he laid helore tlio imperial goveniui'-iit for Its considerationand decision.

*

The commerce now being ran led on by the Confederate
Fiat. *, Ouough their aiitnorfsed agent*, with Mcilco and
other eountrlea through the port* of Mesteo, was done by the
consent of the M"«ir,an authorltlea.
Vot* resperllnllv, your obedient servant,jlft. K. SLACUIITKIt, Brig. 0»o. Coss'g.
To Senor Don Tito*** Mkjia, Ac., A \

Th# two following letters hIiow plainly the friendly
fooling existing bctwaon General Mojla and (Jential
Slaughter:.

Hiiixitsiuiss, Wrur fltm-Dwrmer, Ta*as, JHiiotvosvn.i r, Nov. IM, IHOt )
rm Tho*jh Mrjfi. Gen#rsl Commit mlln« In-Chief,
UttMii.. ease I have not thought it iraprnbsblr an von will aea by my M!cr to Colniicl Henavsrtiea,

that tmmlea mav have received enrnurnRrment from this
aide <>l he Kin U'rsmie. mid ofllcers of tlio ("onfcdciatc gov
emmcnt mny possibly navn wlnkrd at It. a

1 rojiret exceedingly, however, ibe neoesiilty wbleh comi«ela
yon to send Oners! ( ortlna above, lor reasons stated In mycominiinkstlun to Col. Henavadlcs. 1 feci rertaln that yoor
couran win not dictated by any unfriendliness to uiy government,nnd tint yon nnd vour government esn look but with

mpstliy fip'in n K:ill<mt ncopTc striving for national existencewhich, should th-y be an loriiinata as lo secure, wtll be
« bulwark i/f >onr empire ugaln»t an overgrown and artegsntnation, wbu br a resolution of Congrwaa claim* that M

NEW tORk HERALD, I
government shall eilat upon (hi* eootioeot but to iceordtM
with thetr own Ideas.
In conclusion, Uenersl, permit me to say that, personally,I am § nnilmin iok«c your (cnrfrnmenl | laced on a solid

l>asia as you yourself can be, and tills I believe to be the sen
Ument or the Confederate government and people.

I avail myself of this oceaaioa to renew to you assurenoes
of Mteein and high consideration. 1 remain, Ac ,
JAB. JL BLaUU11TKK, Brigadier tienci.il t'ouimaiMl'g.

Haaoui'Auraus. Wbkt Bob-Dixtuiot Tcias, jBuowmvu i.i., M»y 2H, Irttift. (
OKmBAL. I ain balmflcd that there U an organisedband of robber*, whose operations eilcrul to both sides

of the Kio (irarde, uud.who are In communication with the
Yankees i.ud |>oanlbly act in conjunction with Hum
Recent developments render the conclusion Inevitable that

noorgsniiatlon connected In any manner with the government
or the United States can lie sup|ioced to have much regard
for the Interest), and friendship or the Imperial government
of Mexloo, and that It is the common dutv and the common
duly uud the common interest of your government nnd of
mine to break up an1 disperse such orgauliallon*. 1 shall
plice trooue on the river for that purpose, and should be
pl -need to have them net in concert with your*.1 have the honor to renew my assurance or regard and personalconsideration. Your obedient servant.

J. S. KOKI>, Colonel commanding pro ton.
To Oeaeral Don Thoiu Mkjia. Ac.

"ONUBB nil KOHL '

It is expected of your rorrospondoat that he will
give to the readers an idea of what la th«
present BUito of foeliug anions the |>eople, and
the general condition of afi'uliu in Texna. In order
to B st roach the point in view, he basaecured and
gives ox follow* a ropy of an official letter writton by
General Slaughter, and intendod for and sent to General
Ma ruder. Witho.it pausing to romment on the contents
or the letter, bo leys 11 as it in before the readers of Uio
Hkhald, that tbey may see how Texas looks from a r'bol
standpoint of view. It is not often that suoh a "rarity"
ia offered to the pubtio eye

HniMOurnu, Wbi Bua-Dismior, tatam. |Rbownsvillk, April 17, SOB. I
Colon-1 inoaiAS M. Jack, Assistant Adjutant General:.
OoiomcL.1 huve the honor to inform the Commanding

General that I havo Just returned from a lour of Inspection
on the frontier line of this tub district.
The tour w»s nude for the purpose of ascertaining the conditionof the country, beeanae of various complaints constantlymade to these headquarters, and with a view also to

Bit If it was possible to supply the troops of this command
from the Interior of Texas.

1 And throughout this districtgreat depression in the minds
of the people; I may even suy hopelessness. One great muse
of coinpKlnt is that the impressments sre constantly being
mnde, and no money ovor paid, or when paid U is worthless;
Unit larue numbsrs ofmen arc exemptod from various cauies,
are st home, and are betlovcd to bo engaged in branding
stock of other poopie. foremost among these men are thoxe
who are known as frontier county men, who, because they
live scross un Imaginary line, have an Immunity from all the
sufferings incident t» the wnr. They clnlra that they aro necessarythere to protect the women and children from
" Lbo tomahawk and scalping knife of the Indian,"
when it Is known to the euthorltios of the ConfederateRtutes, snd of the St.ite also, that not an Indian
has troubled them for seven years, anfl, In some Instances,
for fifteen years. Tlieso men are all engaged in the ordinary
vocations of life, doing business as merchnnts at vhi-Ious

Saints (one. a major, Is a merchant at Oollnd), having cotton,
c. One prirty of forty, under a Major Hunter (who I re.

ported from San Antonio in October last), has gone to Chihuahua,driving beevea in contravention to orders of Qeueral
Smith.
The Conscript law, uniler the present system, Is a nullity,

and the country Is l>elng filled with bands of lawless men,
who are riding hither and thither plllsging, Ac., but above
all are the hundreds of men detailed to haul cotton for con-
tractors. i nesc men urn celling ncn, wnite tneir neignoors
are (lully losing everything. The wive* of soldiers write lo
their ImsbundH In the field to come homo and get a detail, be
cause Mesnrs. 8o-and-8o sre making fortune*. This neconsurilyc.tusos discontent III the Army. A rigid application of
the Conscript law and a more just discrimination in tho makingof detail* would at once materially affect this evil. *

The combination of interested parties in ao
strong that nothing abort of a revolution wilt break It up.

Here, on this frontier, we hare a large number of men attachedto tho Custom House, not one of whom, with the exceptionof Lieutenant Colonel Gray, hare shouldered a musketor drawn n sabre during the war. A good many of litem
deserted the country when Krownsvllle fell, and never returneduntil It was rcoorupled. They are all receivln; their
s il.irles In gold, and yet, until I arrived, the Revenue laws
were a nullity. The'Custom llouse guards get two dollars
per day, and their duties are from seven A.
M. until sunset. My sentries guard all the
crossings to Ihe rWer and prevent smuggling. It will be hard
to convince the sentinel as ho walks Els lonely post, in the
sun and in the rain, in tha heat and In the cold, poorly clad
and badly armed, that it is a just government whloh pays
him eleven dollars per month (worth nothing' and rations,
whilo it puys an inspector, sleeping In his comfortable room,
occasionally sallying out to examine a box. two dollars per
day in specie, and pickings, which past experience convinces
them amount* to about nftv dollars per day.
Mr. J. Flleber, agent for Colonel Latham, la reported to be

worth about two hundred thousand dollars. There Is at
least fifty thousnd dollars visible. Two year* ngo one hundreddollar* would have bought him out. His salary was
one hundred dollars per month. I leave the commanding
general to make the calculations.
This is one example. There are many others.
Mr. Ollmore, late cotton oflloer at Laredo, after having

filled his capacious pockets, snd finding Mexico not a verysafe place for criminals, removed to New Orleans aud took
the oath. The list is too long to enumerate. I presume thoy
are all known at department headquarters.
The deserters of Shotvslter's regiment alone are reported

to have carried off five hundred horses, and outrages were
committed hardly excelled by Sherman's army.

I remain, Colonel, verv respectfully, Ac.,
JAMES E. SLAUGHTER, Hrfg. Gen. Commanding

tub "law ditch" uernn.
The following is a cortv of tho last letter written hv

Goner-al Slaughter to Qenoral Mngrtidcr, Just provlous to
the surrend' r of Kirbv Smith. It wta tho last flicker on
the bank of the Rio Grande, of that glorious (V) confederacywhich reared its ui.semly proportions oil tho
bnuka of the Potomac. In fact tho Rio Grando was the
last ditch, and heoro this was the last ditch lottor:.

Headouabtxr*. Wist Hub-District, Tjctas, i
Brownsvilijc, May 23. 1K66. f

Major General J. R. Macrudfr, Commanding District, An.
(Jknirai..Herewith I fend you a copy of an order find

letter whieli will doubtless strike you with some surprise.
In publishing thein I am aware that I nm assuming the ret-pon
Nihility of suspending a fundamental lawas well aa assuming
an authority not iwrtulnlng to my oflice. lint, Grner.l, we
mu.it recognize facta. We are without a legislative body
competent lo art; i. a quorum of the Confederate Congrees.If we are to carry on tiie war we maiat create or
obtain the means of sustaining the army. Money is the
principal one of these. In my opinion it Is tlie height
of Mtrsvngance to purchase paper on which to pnnt
more bonds or Confederate notes. There are three
sources from which money can be obtained. The first
Of these, " King Cotton," the price of which Is now so low
and destined to further decline, will leave, after paying
freights but small profits, not near enough to repay the
L'ovi rnment for the loss of the men from the field in growingcrop* and Hose who are now eng.igcd in hauling them.
Another source is direct taxation. This, In the present temperof the pe< p!e, «111 lie dangeroua lo try. Lastly the tariff.
My order expUlu* itn-lf.

(In itker ft%mre kU falit Iaa tnitrh

Or hi* deserts arc small,
Wlin fears to light it to the touch
And win or lo*e ll all.

I remain. Orn-rM. very rcspe< Ifully your obedient oerrant,
J AH. K HLAI'OUTKK, Brig. (Ion. Commanding.

There are como who ray that General Kirby Smith
surrendered becausc bo wanted to etop the flow of blood
and for other humitue considerations. Now the truth of
tho matter Is, lie held out until tho very last moment for
the purpose of pending rebel cotton into Mexico,
and then yielded because of the approaching pirmure of
Yankee bayonets outside and the nearer power of discontent,lawlessness and anarchy within. The two
following letters tell plainly enough what waa tho feelingamong the troep* of Kirby Smith's army a* soon as
tho surrender of Lee and Johnston was made known to
them:.

Hsadqcakters West Sea District, Thai, i
Hhowhstii.lv, May 19, 1865. j

Colonel C. L. Pitkok, Corpus christl:
COLOsr.1.: The Commanding Cenernl directs tne to say that

many of Ibe troop* of this frontier hare been demoralized
by the lata news of disaster in the Cis-MUsissippt Department,and h»*e deserted their colors.

* a

lie desires you to moke such disposition jf the small foree
tinder your command ss will eerre to furiilsh the most sid to
Cnptaln Patrick, In the accomplishment of his purpose. I
am. Colonel, very respectfully. Ac., Ac.,

L. U. ALDRICH, Asa't Adj't General.
IfsAntJCARTKR*. Wf.BT r(H I>IST*ICT, TkXAS, (RaowiisTiixB, May 20, 1816. t

Captain Gkorus Patrick, Commanding Company, Oollsd:.
(jArrAi.t.I nm directed by the Biiiuntur Oeneral Commaudiagto say that you will report with your company to

these headi|U;irters a* soon as possible, in your march to
this pla>e, jon will disarm all the soMters you may meet, and
all those wbo bsTC not the proper papers will be arrested and
returned to these headquarters. Unite a number havu left
thta command within the last few doys without leave, ami It
is hoped that you may be able to apprehend them. I am,
Captain, Tery respectfully, kc

L. O. AI.DKlt'll, Assistant Adjutant General.
Your correspondent will concludo tho Introduction of

copies of captured correspondence with the following,
which Is malnlv published for tho information of the
liberal party In Mexico:.

llkadqvartbbs, wrst Pits District, Texas, >
Browrstii.lk. May 18, 1866. t

Colonel Tiiobas M .Tack. AksI.iUih A'ijulant (imcial .
CotoNKL.I hnye the honor to ststi' for the Information of

th« Commanding Ceneral, thiit during the Inle excitement In
Mexico, srtMng trom the appearance c.f the llbcr.il party undercommand of (lencrul Negrcte, before Matcmoros, I was
waited on by a deputation Irom Oeneral Negrete, to aacerInlnmf util'rv Knn'.vlnv t:if> In hi* niTmiimllv a atrnnv Im.

perianal, lia teared it might Influence my official arta.
I explained to hlin (through hli agents), lhat we wore dependentto i\ grout eitent npon Matamorna and Ita port for

aupplica for tula country, mid if tho litxraN occupied It il
would lie hlookaded l.v the Frenrh, and It would bo Impomii
t.lc lor our goM'rimiont to recolre anything through that
channel; hern* II was to our Intereat for the Imperial parly
to occupy the country.I avoided committing myself by a direct or poaltlre an

wer.
While I maintained atrlct neutrality, I veiled my intentions

to auch an ettenl a* to renp the amna results which would
have been attained by actual assistance rendered, General
Nogrote raised the siege nml retired. being fearful of the reaultahould he he imnpeiied to meet our force*. I am. Colonel,
very respectfully, Ac., lo , .'AMICS K. 8LAUGHTER,

Brigadier General Commanding
TKI OOTTON QIK.-1ION OK TUB RIO CftJKPa.

t'pon the orci i ntlon of Urownsvlllo by Iho Union
troop*, Hie rebel General Slaughter rollrod to Rio Grande
City, wirhout wailing to be paroled. The Influence
which swayed him to thin course was not one no much of
dete-ialton lo Yankee rule ni of personal intereat. The
truth of the matter fa ins lo be, judging from Incoming
reports, Hint General Slaughter went to Rio Grande City
f<<r no other purpose than lo facilitate the passage of
large amounts of cotton tn ror* (he river from the Texan
to the Me*i< an aide. Report has It that after the o< Pupationof Brownsville, and after the surrender of Klrbf
rtnun a army, hvo million dollars worm or couon
w*» sent to Mexico. At Brownsville only threo
hundred nnd twenty thousand six hundred and
eight pounds of cotton were secured, and thi<i
amount «u raptured by the mercMt accident. As
Boon a* Johnston surrendered. tho robe I* mmlo up
long trains of cotton, end rent theae In the direction of
the Hlo Ornnde Ho rapid were the expiring "gasps" of
the confederacy that Kirhy Hniith waa forced to surrenderoven b«fore all the cotton train* hod reached tho
river hank, and the cotton had hen transferred to the
Mexican Hide. Brownsville having been occupied, the
rebels M-nt out couriers aud had the slowly moving trains
turned in the dire tlon of Hlo (iramlo City. It was tha
rottou from then* trains that rent Into Mexico nfter
Kltby Pmlth's rurronder. Tlie cotton now at Browmville
\*Bi secured to us In coneequenco of thoj-e who had
charge of tha cotton train (not knowing that the t'nion
troops were In tho cilf) driving Into our mid-t.
It Is fair to presume that the lm|>crislii'ts
are aware of the cotton being sent over the r.ver under
the rlrciinniances aforesaid This being the ca<«< they
are oIfo awn re of tha fact that the cotton In question is

lawfully the property of the United Mutea government,
and that in permitting It to be stealthily smuggled acrora
tho Rio tlranda they are a party to a ilioft of nnmctix*
magnitude, and which may yet Involvo them In ^eri >ua
trouble. I am told that tbars was cooatderahty vt'U t to
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Mexico, which, up to the ttm* of Smtth'i surrender, wm
claimed to be the property of the rebel government
Every Jay at the pruaent time large amount* of cottou
are 1*1113 eent down the Bio Urande under the protectionof the French (lug. It ia uowr claimed that the cotton
In question in owned by private part ed, and sold and
shipped on private t rraa. We hear here, and certainly
not upon bad authority, that Geuorul Slaughter will be
leudurod a conuiMiwiou in the Imperial stri iie, of courae
not until alter he hua ptolaa all the iotlon be can got o t
of Toxua and liumoiueiy prohtted by the operation. Thin
cotton quoetion, wlien it cornea to be properly and
thoroughly investigated by our government, may prove
a oeiiouu one lor the royal Maximilan, and one of
uffioicnt moment, together with a few other affair* of
Slate, to lead to LosillKius bomg initiated by our tuae.

Ev( ii now Uk> imperialist* can boo that tliorj lit but littlere»j> ci eut rtaiucJ Tor them by the Unitod
States troops on the Rio Orande. Already an
instance Ml occurred where United Stains
troops and the troops opposite have boon Qring at each
other. Th« Medical Director of the Mi^ia division is
reported to have had a narrow escapo from being hit by
a Yankee bullet It will not bo the ouly narrow escape
he w.ll have if his mutilera do not atop stoallng our oottou
and harboring and onco.raging our renegade cilizcns.
Maximilian may draw to his standard many such desperntocharacters as Slaughter is known to be, but if war
was deciarod to-day the majority of' the people of T xas,
and more than a majority of the people of the vory
oounlry which he aspires to govern, would go against
him.

I inet In Brownsville a young gentleman who had Just
come from the interior of Moxico, via Monterey Ho
says the universal hope of the people is that tho
Yankees will come and deliver them from a

foreign yoke nhich is both oppressive and
obnoxious. To this end they aro preparing. Their ho|>e
is equal to a faith that we will come, and if we do U wiM
be sore to be the death stroke to French and Austrian
aggressions in itiia quarter. Some say that Maximilian
will work the silver minus to tho vory latest moment, and
then rvtire, If the United States assumes a lighting altitude.The "foreign importations" of soldiers by which
Maximilian is supportod are lirod of tho country. Half
his army would to-day desert if they only fell sure that
the United States would not return them as desertora.
Already a few come over to our sido by swimming the
river. A day or two ago one of tho German soldiers deserted,got to our side, and Anally into one of our
camps. He was foilowod by an ofllcor of
the imperial army, who attempted to arrest the fugitive
and take him baok. The doserter appealed to the Unitod
Stales soldiers to protect him, and they, without furthor
consideration, savagely "invited" tho imperial officer to
leave the camp, and he did so nam ceremoni*.
Just before the evacuation of Brownsville by the

rebota tho Brownsville lianckeo newspaper moved over
to Matamoros, and is now being issn d there. Its editor,
a nvserable blackguard and a bitter sec 'ssionlst, daily
makes It a practice lo abuse the actions and transactions
or our gonerals, and to even allack the officers themselvespersonally.

AH BXPKIMTIOM
tm t.hn Uln (I rim tin hflvinff for itfl obiect

the occupation of Rio Grande City. This expedtt on
would have started much fcoouor could the quartermasterhere, Captain B. K. I<oml>ar, havo procurod
steamers to carry the troops. Just now the Rio
Grande is almost uuprecedentcdly high and rapid.
Between hero and tlnrkoevMle it litis overflowed
its bankH and covcred the prairie with water lor
many toilet; in extent, rendering travel almost tmpos
sible. For tho present expedition the Quartermaster
has socured two small Bloomers.the Rij Gr.mdo and
Cora. Accompanying tho e*[xylltion are (olonol Chariot
Black, Thirty-seventh Illinois, and Lieutenant Lyman,
AM-do Camp, on siaQ of Major Genoral Steele, who go as
paroling oflkera.

TDK kki1ki. OKtncBAL waikfr in mexico.
There is a report from aliove that tha rebel Genoral

Walker has crossed into Mexico with a portion or his
division, but tho report needs confirmation. It is reportedthat the crossing was made at Piedros Negras.
run qukbnoh or tub hkti kn ok tub pattkrt boud to

THB nm'BIALIBTO.
The question as to tho return of the battery which the

rebels tool: over Into Mexico at Matamoros, a! tor tlio surrenderof Kirhy Smith, and wild to tho imperialists for
forty thousand dollars, is still unsettled. It is believed,
however, that the battery will be delivorod to us in a lew
days, or as soon as tho wishes of the Kmporor arc known,

OOL"NBL B. m. BAUiO,
late of the rebel army, is reportod to bo organizing a
force in the interior of Texas, for the purpow of proceedingto Mexico to help the liberal party.

kkfuqw kkturmno to TEXAS.
A large number of persons daily arrivo from Matamorosand other parts of Mexico, Intending to return to

their homes .n tho interior of Texas In order that they
may reach there In safety, Geneeil Brown organizes each
party into a somUmilitory oommand and appoints a leader
to act as captain. This captain they agreo to obey, aud
gun rally do so.

Aside from such travelling parties othor commands are
organized aud sent.into tlie Interior for mutual and permanentprotection. The feeling manTost d by all those
who havo come over so far is one of gladness that tho
war i8 over. Tliey all buy that tiioy want to go home
and bo peaceable citizens. None of them object to
taking tho oath of allegiance.

TNI UNSETTLED OONDITTON Or TRXAP.
The stories told about the "terribly" unsettled conditionof Texaw arc in a great measure exagg'rated. Tli5

wholesale robberies that have lately been going cn were
made, not by Texan troope alon , but principally by soldiersof the rebel army from other States.
The truth of tho matter i.s that th* rob 1
soldier hero was worse than badly treated. Whilo
he was doing d.ity in roifch and lair weather,
and always on bad faro, his superior offlcors were making
thousands by speculating in cotton, and whton tho time
enme for the soldier to bo paid his suporior officer "accounted"for all money re'cived, and tho eoldlor was
left in tho lurch. Hence the privates, rendered deepe
rata by want, plllag d indiscriminately, and committed
acts of barbarism and robbery which, had they bc?n
properly treated even by thoo who deluded them, would
hat e been avo ded. The sold ers, as a majority, are settlingdown. Tho wild, bad, vicious spirits will in a short
time b- overcomo, and then a degree of peace and quietnesswill reign in Texas.provided we do not iiavo war
with Mexico.perhaps never known to it ainco the timo
when the Territory was admitted as a State.
The idea that Texas is wealthy and prost ero'is Is erroneous.What wealth there is in thoStato is concentrated

In the hands of a fow. Wh.le the war has been progressingvastly more Mian the majority have been los ng
almost their all, while a fow.aud comparatively\cry
few only.have been growing enormously ri li. The
Slate is not now'noted for plentifulness In com, cattle
and horses The cattle have most all been killed, tho
borsee caught and sold, and tho com has well nigh given
out because of a lack of labor to cultivate the soil Those
who bad labor used it to raise cotton, because this was
easily sold, found a ready market in Mex.co and brought
specie payments.

aJ SRMOMNC TOT STATr.
If there is any Mate In tho Union that will be thoroughlybrought into submission to tho laws of tho United

States it is (he State of Texas. It will be almost eutlrely
surrounded with Union rarrlaons, and its interior will be
pierced by d"tachmenta from the several commanding
armies in the t tate.

Already Galveston, Corpus Chrtsti, Brazos, Clarksv;lle,
Brownsville, and probably Rio Grande City, have been
occupied. In a short timo Mnjor General Merrill will be
at San Antonio, and have under his command sufficient
cavalry to annihilate the discontented and destroy the
robbers of the highway.

A (InVUtNXMKT PA1LHOAO Uf TEXAS.
It ia oronosed to build a railroad line, at gov.

ornment oirpenre, from Brazoa to Brownsville. This
is thus proposed b ramus Brazos is a totter harbor for
light draft vessels than would bci the bora of tho Kio
Grand* There is more water on the Brasoe bur than
on tho Rio one. We doubt not that if th-j government
decides to build tho railroad lino referred to it will soon
after take into consideration the propriety of constructarailroad line from Brownsville to Houston, and. from
the same to I<ouMana. Such tinea are absolutely necessaryfor tho welfare of the frontier. It is true they will
coat a great deal; but if wo have a war we will need
them, ami they in the end will save us time and money,
and If we no not have a war the travel over tho proposedroads would fully pay their cost In the cuui>o of a
very few yoars. Establish a lino of railroad from
Brownsville to Bn»m, and I ave It open to public travel
and for the cheap transportation of merchandise, and It
would at once do away with the lixhterlnji>y»tem on the
Kio Grande; do away, also, with tho stnge coach travel
from Mulamoro-t to Bagdad, except for local travel, and
turn the now desert like Island of Brazoa into a flourishingand pros|>erous town. Open a lino ol railroad from
the Rio Grande to the Mississippi, and, under ludicioul
management, the government would, in the end, make
a very profitable tncom out of the investment That we
need such linos, and must eventually have them, no ono
atqraintcd with the mliiUry intorstsof this section rau
for a moment doubt. In addition we ought to have a
railroad lino front Brazos to Ri.> Grande Pity, so
as to facilitate the transportation of troojia
in the event of a foreign war Motlco
cannot nflord to construe!' such lines, snd
we can, and there Is where we would havo the advantageMuch a line would givo us the pow r for concentrationof troops, with a view to flank movements ul
most tnoxiimnbl*. No doubt some will say '-Depend oa
tho river. " Impend on the river' On a river that taka
a stern whool steamer twenty-four hours to go from
Clarksvllli to Brownsville, whon by land lh« d stance Iks
twoen the two plsces can be made in four hourtf No' if
tho 1 sited States is going to be a great military nation,
and going to pro|>erly prole t its frontier, it must have
tho ra lr<>ad lin«'« referred to alx<ve They will cost; but,
whether in pea< e or Id war, they will pay One of the
argument* used to disfavor the construction of a
railroad l.ne from Brownsville to Houston In
Mint there would be do mean* of procuring sufficient
water for the engines Such Is not the fact, and this
can be demonstrated practically It ia not f.>r me to
nler Into* dlsquUltlon on vague theories relative to this

subject, but It 1- enough that I have It from experienced
sources that iuch a railroad 11m can be worked, tad this
muat suffice for tlia pre. on l.

till qi'mttfoh op laik«
la on* I hoar hut little said of, perha|is because the peoJlehave nothing to say and promise to submit at once
list now the general toplr of conversation it the I*rest.

dent's amnesty proclamation, which, by the way, th«
ras* ally secession editor of tli- Ranhw Heroes the river
styles a "d. amnesty" oHalr It will I* a "d.
amncfiy" affair lor him if wo catch him over on this
of the river, The ' Idlers will Inn.: hitn aa sure aa lata.

ro rmtritllom* or travsl
There aw no restrictions to travel U r cltln-ns tKitween

this place and Matamoroa ^mall bo.U.< and a l»mo flat
boat ron-vtan'ly ply during the day between the two
counlr>n». It only cost.-- i picayune to |p»ve the United
States for Mexico; a bit In uddition to ride up Ins
cnb from the ferry to (heroic) Matsmoroa Trarel he
t .t een the two shore* Just : -w Id quite brisk Many
fhailll' s are leav ng tfatari. rus and "Importing" tlielt
furniture to this side.

Already th^re in quite a demand for stoma In Browna
vllle Soon there will be qnit«5 a trade here. No doubt
tho amount of smuggling, to avoid the Mexican duties
that will be done on the river for Komo time to come will
be grent It will take all of Max's army to do gnait)
duly on tli<> river and prevent the out go.free of duty.
of "contrabands. " I don't mean uigfconi, but merchan
dtps

In order to prevent s cknoes at Brownsville the street)
are being cleaned and the city thoroughly and properlj
dtamcd ?e great an improvement ha* been made a

tbtl respect, under the Tuh'c** rfgine. that even our
enemies say we are tbe moat enterprising people they
over new end that we carry ourenterprise with us.
Water here k very Man;e. Onepf the peculiaritiee of

the pUca ka the soiling of water to drink. Water costs
twenty-Ore cent* per barrel, and is supplied to families
by m "waterman," who, with hugely broad brimmed
hat, and legs and thighs bare, rolls it up to ike door and
thankfully rolls up Uis eyoe at l.f rolls up tho quarter
and deposits it carefully away in hu roll at currency

TANK".! KMIOKATIOS TO MSIIGO.
I took the opportunity to convene with a great many

Mexicans on mis tune 01 1110 n««

migration to Mexico. They ull want the auxiliary force
to come; and th»}imperiattsts fear it will come, and discussthe inalter in serious tones. They do not like
Northern papers, teeming with filibustering idoas and
» counts 'of emigration societies forming for adventurer
in Mexico, circulated In their midst, societies by which
the emigrant comes prvvlded with a musket, bayonet,
several lounds of ammunition, a spade and a copy of
Infantry or cavalry tuctis, instead of a hoe, a pruning
hook, and a box of Bibles and several bundles of tracts
from the religious societies of Philadelphia. The imperialistsdo not relish the Idea of receiving such a " |>oeuliarstyle" of " lattorday emigrants." They are afraid
the first game baggod will be " Maximilian."
At first the peoplo both at Bagdad and Matamoros were

positively Impolite to us Yankees. Now they are getting
f;ra<iually moro conoid 'rate, if not polite. It is interestngto observe what a wonderfully conciliating effect the
sight of Yankoo bayonots have on our imperial neighbor*.No doubt said bayonets would have a very so'teninginfluence If we transplanted them to Mexican soil.
Stages are now going to commence running regularly

between here and Brazos, San Antonia and Rio Grande
City. Thoy will "drive" quite a profitable business, as
there are many who want to travel back to the embraooa
of "home, sweet home," quito rapidly. Those who are
returning from Mexico are doing so with light hearts. I
heard one gentleman say a man deserved all the Incomvenlnceahe experienced In Mexico for being foolish
enough to leave the land or civilization, fheir suffering*
must, indeed, have been intense, when they can regard
this as a land of civilization. It is said that Texas is a
peculiar State, and that it takes a long time to develop a
taste for it. I fully agree with the force of the assertion.
It does take a "long" time to cultivate a taste for It.

OSNaajL BUBiUftAN
has reached Galveston, accompanied by a portion of the
members of his staff. He is on a tour of inspection and
will visit the principal posts along the Texas coast and
ou the line of the Rio (irando. lie mode the trip from
New Orieans in the capturod steamer Heroine. General
Forsyth, Chief of Stall; is not with him, but remaius
behind to "kocp house," i. «., "official headquarters," in
Now Orleans.

GRN'RBAL JACKSON'S DIVOTOW
of the Twonty-IIIth Army corps has been landed. One
portion of it lias gono to Corpus Christie another portionto Indlnnoli^ and the rest to Brazos. General Jacksonis him xli' at Brazos. Almost all the vessels that
brought down the colored troops from Fort Monroo
drew too much water to cross the bar at Brazos. Henoo
they bad to remain at anchor oulsido while their freights
wero being lightered off. For several days no lighters
could bo fouad. There wero none at Brazos exccpt a
small steamer, stylod the Hancock, and several schooners
that bad oomo from Now Orleans and unloaded
lumber. The Quartermaster, Major McEntee, did everythingin h h power, but for a limo made but little headwayin accomplishing his purpose At last he learned
that there wero soveral lighters at tho Boca del Rio, tied
up on the Mexican sldo. Tho llcrlitcra had boea previouslyused n lightering tho blockade runners, and now
remained without employment because of the collapse
of the rebel concern. Only after a very great doal
of iKsrsevomnce and persuasion did ho succeed In provalLngupon two captains to bring their lighten into
lTniLed .-tales w iters and charter them to tho govern-
mont. As soon at) two wore hired others oll'cru'l their
vessels also, and auw the quartermaster is doing tolerablywell in tho lightering business. Just beforo the
rogular lighten got to work, near nine hundred
troops wo.e planed on board the s-hoonor Alice Poll
(or Dole), of New York, from the I'nited
States steamship Illinois. The schonner being
loaded, a pilot undertook to tako II in over tho bar. Just
aa the sohoonor got in tho midst of the breakers it

J;roun<led, aud rocked and thumped furiously. It was
ust nightfall when th schooner struck. Owing to tho
tide and the position of tho vessel it was found itnpossibleto reliovo the sufferers. The soldiors wore compelledto remain on the schooner all night, their situaticn
in tho meuntima growing rapidly more perilous. By
daylight the schooner had boon so far washed upon tho
shoals as to permit some of tho soldiers to jump overboard.which they did, and got safely to shore, on l'ache
Islana, by swimming there. By uoon of the snme day
tho schooner was carried around the point of tho
island, nnd washed up on the beach, almost
hi.;h and dry. Tho continued thumping finally
broke a holo in her bottom, whereupon the vessel rapidly
flllod with water. All the soldiers and crow exc pt ouo
(a soMior) were gotten oil In safety. The soldier lost
was drowiW. The schooner wont at once to wrack.

VHWU OFF UllAZ'tt AKD CORPUS CHRE-TI.
At last accounts the transport steamors Illinois, Llviugslou,Scott, Cassandra, Wilmington, Trade Wind,

Montauk, Prometheus, Nightingale, Kennedy and Thclis
were off the ports of Brazos and Corpus Christi. The
troops did not sudor much from tho ea'ccts of the long
voyage. Only a very few cases of fever occurred. Some
four or Ave only of the privates died from ship fover.

OEMRAL KEQRKTKV UKKT.AT.
Tlie report of Negretc's tot.il defeat by tho imperialist'sn t regarded as reliable by the Mexicans who are

on this side of tho tivor.
BRICADIKR UKNr.IIAL JAMR1 R. SLACK

has been assigned to duty as post commandant at
Clarksvllle.

Ordtfs hovo just been i.;s"ed by Major General Steele
prohibiting ofllcois and enlisted mon from proceeding
acrei.-s the ilver for any purpose whatsoever, without
wntten authority from his headquarters. Kor a few days
past some of our officers have been going over the lino
to make purchases of necosaary articles at Bagdad and
Matumoroa.
The naval steamer Seminole, Commander Cleary, baa

just arrived 00 Brazos, relieving the Princess Koyal.
TDK fORT or HALVKsTOX

has not yet been opened. Schoonors that lately cleared
from A'atamoros for Ualvoston wore prohibited from enteringby tho naval authorities. Heuco tho vessela III
returned to the Boca del Rio.

(1ENKRA1. GORDON CRANT.PR
h»a «rri nd nt (inlvostmi. Be will make his houdnuar
ters there or at Houston.

OKXKRAI. WK1TSEL
will probably reach hcio Id the course of two days. He
U momentarily expcctcd.

ossiiii'AL manurr,
it is reported, is to command all the cavalry in the State
of Texas. Ho will tiist proceed to Sbreveport, organize
all the cavalry there, and then move through tho country
for San Antonio, whero ho will probably establish his
headquarters for the present.

MKltCHANTS
who drift along this way say that tho price of goods will
b greatly enhanced after the opening o:' the Texan ports.
The mor han'.a are expecting and preparing to do a heavy
business with the soldiers

Just previous to the surrender of Kirby Smith tho followingnamed articles sold at Houston, by auction, for
specie, at the rates specified .
Star candles, 18- to 20c.; gum arable, 17l»o.; quinine,

(1 M per or; epicae, $1 00 per lb.; letter pup*r $1 30 per
ream; envelopes, $1 ll) per M.; 4Inch hand saw flic*. $1 90
per riot.; 6% do.. $1 per doz.; 6 do., $1 26 per dot.; 7 do.. 9'
30 per dor.; 100 bastard fllei. $3 26 per dot.; 11 Inch mill saw
hie. $7 HO per doz.: 14 do., fS 46 per doz.; tint bastard do.,
fj per doz 8p.ir & Jackson's hand aaws, $106 apiece: 18
inch do.. 91 90 do.. rip saws, 91 36 do.; spring saws, $1 V> do.;
pmuiel s.iwi, $1 49 do.; hatclieU, 96 60 per doz axe*, good
English, 914 per doz.; blacksmith bellows, 922 each: shoe
tbrenri, tic. per lb.; Coat's spool thread, 89s. per do*.; mule
ooilars, title, to 70c. a piece, bleached cottons, % to 4-4, lie. to
14c. do.; fancy linen drill*. Jflc. do.; clnth gaiters, ladies',
tl !ntAt3fll' P/mrfrrn* ffAfter* men'*. S ' 20 to 12 S0: Mark

to 23c.; line pTaid flannel, 46e. to 60c.; white tlannel.Ml wool, ; white linen drill, Sle. toOOc flux thread,
80c. to $1 10; lirown half bow*. $1 90 per dot.; merino do., $x
pm-dot.; One undershirts, $10 per dot.; Mack sewing »ilk,
»7 BO per 111.: blue twilled flannel, 40c.; Clark'* spool thread,
Or black niiiarn, 44c to 64c.; gray cloth, boat kind, HGc to
I 10; colored eombrlc, 13c great gross buttons, $1 90; Knglislibarege. V>ke.; print*, aseortrd, fie.; powder, 4**-. to aie.;

striped linen. iUc.; quills. white, 70c apiece; rocket knlrea,
36c. to 40c.; needles, $1 40; catling*, 4V,c. to 10c per pound;
p-Hrl button*, 48c. per grot*, Beldltlt powders, 94 70 per dot.;bent bucktkln gauntlets, $13 to $13 90 per dot.; linen pockctI. Hi lko In' Ik, $1 CO to 93 per doz. | la lira' cloak*. 9-> to $1
each; fancy lawna, 19.4c. to 21c.; ladles' goat akin shoes, $13
to $IJ per <l<<r
skim-ion Mixman' nawt or "souTn«mr nuBrtPLM."

It la a remarkabls fact that In tbia State tiio men who
pretond to be ininlstora of the Uuapcl, and who, by their
culling, ought to be wise, humble and charitable, open to
conviction nnd tho dictate* of reason, are, on the contrary,prejudiced, bigoted and intolerant. They are the
bitterest and strongest secessionists we hare to contend
with They are '-aristocratic" In their notions and actol*, and about an meek and gontlo aa a wild horse of
the pralrl\ The Texan C/int ian Advcca'e, In an artu le
on the present political situation or the South, says that
I'reaideut Johnson'a Idea seems to be that the L'nlon is
perpetual; that It wns not dissolved by tho across on of
the Stales forming the confederacy; that those States
had a sort of fainting lit, "having temporarily ceaaed to
fulfill their fi:n<~tlon* as part of one whole," and that the
war was amply a sort of "sharp practice" for their rstorstlonto sound p< lit leal health In order that tho render
mny form an idea of the Texas Christian view of sooesslonlxm,we sutyoin In this connection the following extractfrom the GoritUan Adv ca't newspaper:.

Tlil* falnt'ng theory l* oni of the feint* of power. The
right ot the Ktale to secede la as eiear a* a sunbeam; the
practical question, however, la, whether the might of the
other* will flnd It onnvenient to let her do It. Of «vir*e It
musl * ork Ineoneenlcnce to them, but not more. eartilnly,
than to herself. Be that as It in iy. we hare an nblding confidencethat the antl coercion dortrtne I* the only one upon
which a union of Htalea can bo maintained. The moral force
nere**ary to such a compact would be generated by It a

adoption, and the lnterpU) of relations between the Mate*
and Ui# general gut eminent, on thla bail*. woifld, In our
opinion, be of the moai beautiful and healthful nature "To
thi* completion It must couie,'' If republieaniam is toe*l*t;
and that It will en*l and be universally diffused, we hare an

abiding confidence
Our faith ha* been, and I*, that the republican praellr* l< pre.
Muiminwaril*» full ackiiow|p<lainent ot the uht of *e<

alon, a» th* only ground upon which republic* tn«y hp mm!*
pei-petual. Force will no( do Anally. whatever mar leem to be
I'k ti lumph for .1 time Wc »' < no otlicr way than that marked
out In the Confederate constitution to prevent cl*«»e» of
8tatea froin combining agnlnxt eta««ea of Htiitr*, each *1 nigglingto gain the rontml oi the general government an an orRantor the ojijirea ilon of the other llie oontr iry cnurm.

of enoalderlng the Union perpetual, and of trying to reiDiova hy force the upi.arriit Ci»n*e* of conflict, aa the N..i I, I*
now endeavoring to do with regard to alarery.appear* to in
to be polley which can only repeal Itaelf in th« autiit bloody
form forever.

Military dlaaateri do not change prlnrlplea Might mnkea
right in an ftoc itnniodaled ean*e; but there ia it higher
aen«e, In which right, if true to Itaelf, miiat make might. I he
Southern doctrine* of politic*bareg|venthe NVrtli In r power
in thU oontllrt. and no maun of the war ran put tiiene doc
tune* to deiith Whatever may have been our m
TeiKM, and their aucceaaea, there bna been no pnllti
ml gain on their part, and no political lu«* on
onra. Compare the me*an£ea <it l'reiiidciit* Lincoln
ana intli; t-umjwrr inr umveu oi« » gu»

tltuUonn; compare ( alfcoiin'a ulcwa of republl *nli>m wl'n
anything whlrh hM boon written on <h»- an'ijret at ihNorth,and (ho conviction rMiilta that Iho South i« right In
principle. Now, prinolplca are alwaya applied by minorities,
and nlwuya niiHa mtiHilud«» ngaiimt them for the time.

I Nevertbelraa they ah>nyi finally pfvall, nnd their caput ht
lor prt'Yalence U provrd and mganlied Ijr thf tnw lbrM|h
« hh h Uiey pan*. No Hotilhrrn man who ha* rrcr wn an

lil«-a will oe any more ashamed now, In the mldat of dl«a*
ter, than ha was In the mldat «»f iueoeaa, to lift up hla facfl

1 w ith liigennoti* Mdneaa ami avow hlnvelf a believer In what
' rr...idt lit Plcree call! tha Virginia frliool of polltlM/; > lr
i tin la bleeds Mid palpiUtea, but the resolution* of 1798 hart

iwiMM«nui Immortalu th< memory of The moa |who promulguted thorn. thay ahall IIv.M'l «<> wheo re- I
pabllcaulsm, after many * storm. ohall V ** spread Uo I
bmoohoa orer this continent, the doctrine* up*.1" which tho 1
South hMMtod in UlaooatoMwUl be Mhaowledk^tho root I
of the trot, ^ I

ooorPATto* or mauhaix, iuuI
A. United States forco aent out from the direction ft |Bhreveport hail occupied Marshall, In this State ThefIfo ind aoma valuable works there, particularly a powder Jana a percussion cap manufactory.

n»ws neon ths itmnuon.
The nawa which we get from the interior Is intaresting.A party of about fifteen men broke into the ritsta

Treasury at Austin, and rubbed it of about twenty thouaanddollars in specie. As soon aa the citlxens of Austin
were apprised of the robbery, they rallied and attempts*
te ovi rtuko the robber*, but were unsuccessful. One of
tbe robber* was shot. It is reported that AuaUn Is new J
being regalariy patroled, night and day, by a cltisen ' J
guard. /
Many of General Shelby'* men are returning to their

hornet, in the western part of the State, and are reportMl
to be behaving themselves in an orderly, manner.
Not long ago Colonel Edward Clark, ex-Governor of Ik*

Bute ol Texas, fearing that he would be arrested by lb*
United States authorities, left for Mexieot. Boon after
Governor Hurrah left for the same destination. Other ,
persons, known as prominent politicians, accompanied
the Governor in his pilgrimage to the "troubled land."

UNION METING AT HOUSTON. i

A well attended Union meeting was held at HouaUa,
about the 18th. The following reaotaUooa ware oCfere*
and passed:.

Kesulved, That In the present circumstances In which tks i
people of Texas are placed, and irrespective of past differ- I
ences, we regard the resumption of our political aad civil ra- V
latloiis to the United States government as the proper mod*
for restoration of paaea, law, order and good government underthe federal constitution and laws.
Resolved, That we regard it our duty aa people desiring ft

promote the best interests and future prosperity of the Stala
of Texas to conform promptly and in good faith to the
changedoondllion of our political leUtlonJE^i) aid in tbe reorganisationof our State government auuNtbe restoration t
of federal authority, and to maintain ia every way In oar
power the jurisdiction aud laws of both the Stats and federal
government# »

Unsolved, That it would be in the highest degree satisfactoryto the people of Texus if the United States authorities
would order an election for civil State officers, to b* held on
the first Monday in August next, aocordlng to the laws in
force la 18G0, in snch manner and under ssuch restrictions aa
they may deem necessary and proper, and so we respectfully
'"Resolved, That In order to re-establish regular civil governmcQtfor the State of Texas In unison with rederal authority
as s|>eedily as practicable, we recommend the eloctioa or
Governor and other State offlccrs by the peopje, under tbm
constitution and laws in foree In I860, to be held at the usual ^
tim« for such election in August next, unless a different
shall be directed therefor by the United States authoiltla*
and we nominnte for the office of Governor Uon. John limn*
cock, of Travis county.

Keaoired, Thai U.e people througnoui me siaw oc hum

to moet in their respective conn this end take action on lit
mutter embraced in the proceedings of this meeting.

OONSIDBRABIJI POTTOS
na reported to bo making its way to Galveston. Betweenthroe thousand and four thousand bales were importedto be in the plnco a short time since.

A PARTY or JAYHAWKtRS
attempted to rob tho penitentiary, at Huntovllte, but
woro thwarted in their designs by the citizens of the
place, who banded together to the number of several
hundred and drove the Jayhawkers olf. The robben
wore after the cloth manufactured by tho criminal* Ml
confinement.

PAMBKOIRf
are permitted to travel from Bmzos to New Orleans oa >
government transports; the fare is fifty dollars. Almotl
overy transport takes away quite a number of cltlsea
passengers.

GKMKRAL KKRRITT IfADR CHIEF OF PIIKBIDAN'S OAVAUtT.
GENERAL ORDERS.NO 4.

HEADQUARTERS, MlLITAHT DIVISION Of THE SOUTHWEST, |
Nxw Orleans, La., June 9,1866. » "

Major General Wesley Merritt, United State* Volunteers^
having reported to tbe Major Ueneral commanding for dutf,
I* hereby announced at Chief of Cavalry for the Milltav
Division of the Southwest, and will be obeyed and reapeetM
accordingly. By command of

Major General KHERIDA*.
7. C. Newhall, Assistant Adjutant Ueneral.

GENERAL CUSTHt
will establish his headquarters at Alexandria.

New Infernal Machine.
EXCURSION UPON TUB MONITOR NAUBUO TO TOT
« '» .i wituiiur n« niRTimnnim

GENTLEMEN rKESENT,' ETC.
It may bo supposed by some that the day for making

experiments with torpedoes and submarine firing apparatushas gone by, and that thoso who devote themselves
to such Improvements in the United Statbs simply throw
away their enorgy and lose their time. But that this
would be an orroneous Impression could oasily bt
shown. It Is an old axiom, "In time of peace prepare far
war." It is an equally applicable rule, "In time of
war prepare for peace," and in no better way could w*
lay the foundation of a solid and enduring peace thaa
by being fully supplied with the best armies, Mm
best generals, the boat navy, the best guns an*
tho bant of all tho remaining paraphernal a of war. Ati
additional interest Is at present attached to all new invea- ,

tions in gunnery from the well known fact that the
"Emperor of the French" has lately been giving considerableattention to the subject, and on the 15th and lAUk
of ihy last had some very interesting elucidations of tlM
soionco of submarine firing made under his direction. II
is high time that Europoan nations began to wake up I*
the necessity of improvement In a science In which Uta
Americans can outstrip tho world. And it is no less in*
portant that America keep her eyo on tho gun and tain
advantage of any invention that seems to promise good 4
results.
A series of very Interesting experiments were made la

tho vicinity of Governor's Island on Tuosday last, la
which soma very important facts were elucidated and aoma
interesting conclusions arrived at. A delegation of naval
officers.consisting of Rear Admiral Gregory, Commodore
G. Ringoid, ChiefEngineer Wm. W. W. Wood,Capt Jobs
L. Worden and Chief Enrineera Williamson and Hoy^
accompanied by Captain Bythosea, Royal British Navy;
ODLaln L. Maudot. commanding the French eorvette La
Phlcgfton; M. Kichkln, Engineer »f tbo Imperial Ru»
ian fleet; Captain lleatb, late of tbo United State* lor

podo boat 8puyton Duyvll; Mr. Low, Chairman of Ike
Chamber of Commerce of New York, and Mr. Van 0»
trand, Mr. Donald McKay, the eminent shipbuilder, of
bo-ton.and others took tbo steamtug Rocket at tlw
Fulton street ferry wharf and proceeded to the light
draught Monitor Naubuc, Iyin^ lu Buttermilk channel.
After making the necessary preparations the commandingofficer, Acting Maxtor Dayton, United Mates Navy,
of tbe Naubuc, gave tho necessary orders, and tbe Monitormoved out Into the bay to tbe south side of Governor'sIsland. At this point one of the percussion torpedoesInvented by Chief Engineer Wm. W. W. Wood,
and in M* by the uavy upon the James river and othaa
phves dnring the war, was discharged about twenty red
froin the bow- of the Monitor. It sunk to some depth
and was Ignited by the pulling of a lanyard. Tbo result
was an explosion, tho violent upheaving of an ImmooM
mii? of water, and the sending of a column of the as.
fluid some sixty fe?t Into the air. This torpedo, for soma
purposes, was deemed eminently sicccssful. II is simplein oonstruction and not liable to get out of
order. The Mmlnatlon of the contents of Dm
bo ler-iron case, funnel shaped at the lower and heavier
end, is produced by the falling of a heavy ball from lb*
upper end of the tube. Inverted In the powder, upon
common nipple, armed with a percussion cap Tho ball
is couflned to its place anil rosts «|>on a small pin, whloh
crosses the tube transversely, and which Is dispUoe^
leaving tbe ball, or hammer, without support, by Um
pulling of the Imyard. The destructive apont carried
charge of sixty pounds of gunpowder. The torpeda
itself, when in use, Is attachod to a boom, which is mad*
to slldo out forward some twenty feet from tho bow fll
the steamer, and from which it drops upon a given sig.
nal. After It hss gone betow to a Ritfilcient depth the
lanyard is pulled and the oxptosion takes place, a3 in Um
Instance recorded. Of course, after one > depositing at
planting tbo torpedo the vessel glides backward and aa
far from It as possible to escape injury or destruction
This is the same torpedo used by Lieuteuant (Joshing la
destroying the Albcmarlo.

After the trial of the percussion torpedo the Monltot
nrnrnnilrH In mnv« ihfirflWaril nml In .1 Nhort iliui L«A
new submarine electric torpedoes.also the Invention ot
Chief Engineer Wool.were sucreasfiilly discharged, OM
ha-, lug been fireil by Admiral (Jivgory In person. Tha
firing wan done with* Mr. (». W. Wnlsall'i improved majneilcexploding morhlne, through aliout thirteou hundred
feet of India rubber Insulated cooper wire, immersed la
the water to a convi nlent doptii. Captain Heath, formerlyof the torpedo steamer Hpnytcn Dnyvil, suprintendedtho operations of the new torpedo nnl exploded
one of them himself, and formerly used thorn
successfully in removing obstructions In Jamea
river. The elect riial apparatus wu In charge of
Messrs. O. W. N-hamm and J. 0. Btovnson. Tba
explosion* were instantaneous, and their force may '

be Judged from the fact that they threw up a column ot
water to tho height of ilfty or slity let.
Theie In not the slightest reason to doubt th.it tha
Ht<".ite«t rcael, hnd ilie been abore tbe internal miv hiue,
would have be'n blown up utid Injured in audi a manner.eventhough plated with h*avy Iron nrmor--tliat
her Kinking to the Itottom must have spemllly followed.
She would at least have been rend red until mageabla^and for the time uselca* for offensive purpose*
The new torpeilo of engineer Wood may b* moot

readily described as a double boiler-iron cylind r.that
is, a (.mailer cylinder wltlrn a larger, to g nrd a ainet
the powder to l« contained In the Inner roiii|K\rtmcn%
contracting moisture, cloyed at both extremities and
lllled with from Ilfty to sixty pound* of yunpowdor.
Through one end of the cylinder pass the negative and
positive wire--of a battery, or the common rubber ln«iil;>tedwire, leading to a battery, which may be
located mile* from the torpedo. Tho electric spark
reaches the firing ap|mratu* w.tliin tha cylinder.which,It is claimed. Is far superior ta
that generally known as ttie platina concentrator.
through the acency of a no-, el attenuator, ooni|>osed of a
simple line of plumbago, drawn upon the end of a pleca
of wood. It In easy to perceive that, the Inrilat on of tha
w:ro« being perfect, li would be possible to explode tha
torpedo at any distance from the exploding instrument
or batt'ry. In act, a cartridge has already been exploited
in the city of Washington Irotn the telegraph office on
Broad sir", et. In thin citv, using tho open telegraph wtroa
as tho condui tors Hut It Is not necessary that the e«plo«lonshould bo so far from the Instrument in any stipposableesse In offensive or defensive warfare. All that
Is clamed !>y the InventorU that the torpedo and the e*plotterwould be invaluable as a means of harbor dcfenca
and for destroying an enemy's Iron clada. His claim
wcin* 10 o<> wm loun'ieu
Tho pxrnmion »a*. on the whol*, a anc oMful *n<l a

plcatanl ono, anil ih»»e rnwil In l( rotiirnod to th« citf
well ploMK'd with tl>« trip ami it« cxrliinu inot.tnntu
They are unnnimou* in rKurnln* th -tr thank* to Arttiia
Miwirr Gilbert Dayton, in command of tho Ironclad
Monitor Naiitmc for th« many r mrtealm by him SO gi»
ciouxly «*ten<l*a upon the ocraaloa.


